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JANUARY 18, 1896.

FOR WD AGAINST
CONSOLIDATON

Senator Lexow's Committee
of Inquiry Sat in Brook-
lyn City Hall,

Loyal League Citizens Presented
Their Ablest Champions
Against Union.

Ex-Mayor Boody and Representative
Merchants Spoke for the
Greater Metropolis.

PATRICK GLEASON'S POSITIVE VIEWS,

Doesn't See Why the Question Should Be
Submitted Again, for Everybody
Who Voted in 1894 Knew
What He Wanted,

The adherents and opponents of the
Greater New York plans had thelr first en-
enunter before the snb-committee of the
Joint Committes on Clties in the Clommon
Counell Chamber of the Rrooklyn Clity Hall
yesterday. This sub-committee was ap-
pointed last Tuoesday to gather information
on the subjeet of consollidation generully
and the Greene BN In partlonlar.

Phig committes conzistd of Senators Clar-
e Lesow, Nyack, chalrman; George W.
Prash, Brooklyn; Thomas F. Grady, New
York: Assemblymen Austin, New York;
Keenholts, Albany:; O'Grady, Monroe;
Wells, Onondnga, and McEeon, Brooklyn.
Al were present yesterduy except Assem-
hlyman O'Grady. Sergeant-at-Arms Rein-
hurt, of the Asspmbly, served in that ca-
piieity at this heasring,

The committeemen arrived shortly before
11 o'elock. Previous to that time the mem-
bers of both fuetions had gathersd in such
numbers that the rgom was erowded to
Its utmost capacliy., A lurge delegation
wus there from the Congolidated Lengne,
hended by President  James Motthews.
With him were such well-known Breoklyn-
ftea as Stephen Griswold, George W,
Chnuncey, Jutes Lyneh, Rufus L. Beott,
N. 1. Bprague, Cornelinsg Donnellpn, Max
Lang, Bdward P, Linton, Russell Parker,
Frunk Bailey, John Winslow, Abraham
Abrnhom, Herman Liebman, Henry Offer-
man, G, L. Morae, Hengry Roth, Banders
Bhnnks and 8 C, Kendall,

The sntl-consollidationists were also out
In foree. In their party were, among others,
W. €. Redfield, W. C. Spellman, Henry
Hentz, Alexgnder Cameron; J. 8 Rrown-
gon, Robert . Benedlet, 0. C. Skilton,
Thomns T, Peters and Willlam Berrd,
These gentlemen represent the most netiva
element of the opposition to jolning the
two citles, and are members of the League
of Loyal Citizens, an organization pledged
to preserve Brooklyn's unity. Jesse Fuller,
W. N. Dwykmian and Joseph Davis, all
etrong antl-consnlldutionists, were also
there, Mayor Patrick J. Gleason, of Long
Igland City, dropped in during the fore-
noon session to see what was golog on.

M. LEXOW'S OFBENING ADDRESS.

Chalrman Lexow Ttapped for order st
11:10 o'clock. Officinl Stenographer Shonglh
nessy took hig seat next to the chafrman,
and Senator Brush zat ot the latter’s left
sille, The other members of the commit-
tee were seated at the elerk's desk. Mr
Loxew opened his address by requesting
the gentlemen to stop emolilng and asking
them not 1o applaud, or Io other ways
show approval or disapproval of any re-
marks.

“The Committee on Inguiry will now he-
gin 1ie gession," Eald he, “We have deters
mined to follow the usunl logisiative ous-
tom, aud will give those opposed to the
bill of consclldntion the first opportunity
to be heard. Those In favor of the blll will
then have an opportunity to present thelr
arguments;

“In order best to serve the convenience of
everybpdy, wo will divide the scssions of
to-diay und to-morrow Into two parts. The
morninz session In each enss will be dp-
voted Lo the opponents of the bill, and the
afternoon sesslons to those in favor of the
hill. T will eny that the opponents of the
Lill wili be expected to ralse all points of
referendum and re-submission, as well as:
slmple opposition to conselidation,

“T wonld snggest that ug the opponents of
the bl will be asked questions from time
to time, at least some of the chargpinnn of
the mensura listen to the arguments
brought out."

In answer to questions by Mr. Dykman,
Chalrmun Lexow sald that in speaking of
the Consolidation bill he referred to the
Greeue bill, which provides for the consoll-
datlon of Greater New York. Mr. Lexow
sald farther that the eommittee wounld hear
all that were organlzed for and agalust the
measure, a2 well as Individual cltlzens who
wished to express opinions on the subject.
The morning nnd afterncon sessions were
limited to two hours’ doration each.

MR, BENEDICT'S LONG ARGUMENT.

Mr. Redfield acted as mnster of cere
monies for the antl-conselidationlists, Ha
Introduced Robert D. Benediet, who apoke
In favor of resubmitting the guestion of
congolidatlon to the popular vote of the
people of Brooklyn. e gaid:

“I am opposed to the consolldation of
the two cities for many reastns, First, |t
is impossible under the present econstitu-
tion of thisz State to abollsh county llnes,
A result of consolldation would be that
parts of the clty wonld be In different
coutities. It follows that the Boards of
Supervisors In New York and Kings coun
tles would lave to be re-establlshed to
comply with the constitutlonal regulees
ment that there shall be a Board of Su.
pervisors in every county In a clty. Al
the fnancial afalts of the two countisy
would have to be committed to the care
of the supervigors of the two counties
mentloned. That would be dangerous for
good and economlenl government.'

Seitntor Grady here sald:

“That portlon of the COonstitutien s
povered In this case by the fact that the
Board of Alldertien of New York have
eertali powers as supervisors, which mike
puch an additional body unnecessary, Is
thul not so?"

“Such a body would be necessary,” anid
Afr, Benedlct, “beeause the  Constitution
provides that for cities, whose Nmits are in
more that one county, a board of super-
visors shall contral the finnoces of those
tounties. T ¢a not say that the bl will
be unconstitutlonnl. I have always said

that o clty oft that kind could be made
under fhe, Constitutlon, but I have also
alwiys elnimed that I did not belleve any-
body who undemstood what « the result
vould be in favor of such a elty.

CITY AND COUNTY. QONFLIOT.

relates to the limitatlon of debt. It pro-
viles that the debt creating power of n
city be limited to ten per cent of f1s as-
sessed valuation of real estate, The Hmit-
atlons of n county are the same. ‘Where a
ity and eounty ure of the same lmlts, It
provides that the power of the county to
make a debt shall cease. It follows, theve-
fore, that If the lmits of a county and
pity are not the snme, esch can create a
debt of ten per cent of the assessed valu-
atlon.

Mr. Penedlet then
to the provislon of the Counstitutlon
which provides that leglslation affecting
elties inust be submitted to the Mayor of
the ecity interested, who has certaln veto
powers under the Constitution. He wanied
to know who would look after Brooklyn's
interests in that respect If the two cities
should be consolldated on January 1, 1808,
us the Greene blll provides. The blll, he
gald, moade no mentlon of g cliarter or pro-
vislon for the election of a Mayor for the
new clty.

“Don't you belleve,” asked the chalr.
mittn, “that this can be eared for by future
legislation? That a Mayor could be elected
for the greater city in 18072

It was then explained for Mr. Benediot's
benefit that Brooklyn will haye its Mayor
until Janoary 1. 1888, and that the clty
wounld be nmply protected in that respect.

“Wae say that it would not be wise," con-
tinued Mr, Benodlet, *‘to substitute for the
two governmoents of these two cltles n gov-
ernment of one ¢lty by the people of the
whole territory. This territory which ls
now ewmbraced In Brooklyn Is large enough
for men within It of all classes to have
thelr interests represented by thelr own
officers and looked after by them. We
thiuk they are assured of much better gov-
ernment under the present conditions thun
under the wvastly enlarged tetritory pro-
posed,

referred ot length

IGNORANT OF THE LAW,

"Regarding the oppositlon to n resulbnils-
slon ofthe question on the ground thuat it
has once been voted on by the people, I
want to sty that any man who ralses that
objectlon 1§ lgnorant of the law under
which thut vote was taken, or he Is Igno-
rant of the difference between oplnlon and
determination, The vote on thut question
was a mere request for an opinlon,'

Myr. Benedlet forther argiied that the
questlon of consolidatlon was not thor-
oughly discussed before it was voted upon.
Fully one-thirnd of the voters ald not vote
on it. Nelther party, he suld, desired to
discuss It, and individuals who wanted in-
formation on the subject had to get it by
their own efforts,

Senator Grady stated that the character
of the vote of 1804 was regarded by the
Legislature to be ag solemn and declslve
a8 could well be taken, Mr. Benedlet con-
cluled with an earnest protest agalnst
wiping Brooklyn off the map.

City Works Commissioner Alfred T,
White was next Introduced by Mr. Red-
fleld. Mr. White, after telllng of hig life-
long tesldence in Brooklyn and buosiness
Interests In New York, sald:

“Let me frat of all polut out that. while
at Albany the lssue of consolidatlon ap-
pears to be paramount, Iln Brooklyn It Is
the legue of resubmission that Is most dis-
cussed. The people here recogolze that in
the reglatered vote of 1804. a llitle more
than one-third of the voters voted for con-
solldation. A couple of hundred less were
agalnst and almost an equal number did
not vote at all. Thut In Itself was an evi
dence that the questlon was not under-
stood and that the vote was not as full nor
us rellable a8 1t should have been. Tt &
well known that many who voted for con-
solldation have elther changed thelr views
or consider that vote a8 not belng con-
cluglve. The Benator from Brooklyn is one,
ox-Mayor Schieren Is anotber and Alderman

Leleh Is still another. They nre ardently
In favor of resubmlssion.

“Let me say, also, Innpsmuch as renl es-
tate lnterests are to be represented here,
that' I Aam n conslderable tnxpayer myself,
that T represent other taxpayevs hers,
near to me In Interests and In blood, and as
taxpayers we nre opposed to cougolidation
and In favor of resubmission. On thut sub-
Ject It 1s, perhaps, not Improper [£ I should
sty a4 word of the resources of Brooklyn ns
I have found them after two years In office
in the Depnrtment of Oty Works. 1 con-
fess when 1 took that office in the financial
condition 1o which the ecity was placed I
had my doubts whether Brooklyn could
muke the Improvements necessary In a
long term of years, It Is right and proper
far me to say that with ressonable care
improvements will be made In proper and
rensonnble time, much more gulckly than If
the city were jJolned to the Inrger cliy of
New York.

We have completed the Wallabout Mar.
ket for £1,200,000, have wiped off scveral
hundred thousand dollars of arrears, be-
sldes three milllong of indebtedness to the
Government. We have bullt more graolte
paved streets In a year than are to be
found In New York to the Harlem, We
lave bnilt more schoolhouses than the elty
of Brooklyn ever saw befora. In one year
we have added 11,000 sittings. The amount
alrendy appropriated and avallable for 1808
will secure # still greater increase, In
every respect we are far ahend of New
York. In the Park Depnriment we are far
ahend. I have come to the conclusion that

the necessary Improvements on this slde of

the river will progress more vapidly if we
remain Independent than If we were joined.
WANTS THE DOUBT ERTTLED.

“Not only do the people who previously
voted agalnst consolidation desire to record
their votes In the same way agaln ot an
election when a fall vote could be had,
but In additlon to that at least one-half of
those who voted for consgolldation in 1804
deslre that the questlon be resubmitted
In order that there may be no doubt that
the will of thé majority of the people has
been expresseid. Bome ask for It because
they Have changed thelr minds, and some
want It simply bectiuse they wish to see
falr play."”

Chairmon Lexow asked Mr. White If he
wanted to have another vote In order to
defeat consolidation. To this Mr. White
replied  that he wanted to glve the
peaple another chance, as some of them
had chonged thelr minds and others wnnted
it for fair play.

Mr. HRedfield pext Introduced ex-Judge
George G. RHeynolds, who sald:

“1 have but one polnt to speak on thils
morning. That Is the resubmisslon of this
question, 1 take It for granted that the
people of Brooklyn have 4 right to vote on
the question of taking away their charter.
it's an Amerlean senthment that they
should have that right. Charters are usnnl-
ly. taken away Dbecause they have been
violated. 1 suppose that the committee
doesn't desire to nssume the office of At-
torney-General of this State &pnd prupose
to urgue the right to take awuy Brooklyn's
charter without the consent of the Brook-
Iyu people. It Ia sald that the oplnion bas
been expressed that the charter can be
taken awny. I've no doubt that the vots
of 1804 was merely an expresslon of opin-
fon. I don't emre what force or what de-
gree of force you attribute to that vote.
My polot s that that vote has no force he-
yond the Leglslnture of 1884. It was for
them fto say whether that expression of
opinion was of suficlent force to attempt to
puss an aet consolldating these two eitles.
1 suy plainly that when that Legislature
declined or falled to pnss that aet the mut-
ter was settled, so far ss the vote was
concerned.”

Alderman W. R. Walkley was the next
spenker, He pald that Brooklyn is to-day
one of the best governed eltles In the

Unton, and he belleved that threequarters
of Ita eltizens were ngninst consoldntion,
HINRICHS LOOKS FOR CONFUSION,
Collector of Arrerrs of Tuxes Fred W.
Hinrlehs, the nest speaker, wid friquent-

Iy applauded. He sald:

“I remember that youw, Mr. Chalrman,
sat with me In a gchool room In Brooklyn,
when you lall the foundation for that ca-
reer which bng been of o0 much honor to

you. I belleve there I8 no question that
Brooklyn people do not wish eonsotidation.
They have learned better—they have

pagsed through the
education.

“Now I would spenk of consolldntlon gon-
ernliy. I occupy the office of Collector of
Arrcars of Taxes, aud we found aftér eon-
solidation of county towns and the eity
that three offlcers are sgelllng the same
property—the County Treasurer, the State
Treasurer and I want to sell It for ar
rears of taxes., Now one sale wipes ont
tll the others. When It comes to this pro-
posed imperinl combination, watters will
be still more confused. There was no con-
golldation ever proposed llke It, You can-
not effect IL In one, two or three years.
Yon' want n commisslon with knowledge
of law, & commission that will sit for seyv-
eral years and that will be well pald. The
present commisslon has not the experlence.
It Is not paid, and eannot devote the time
and nttention the great subject needs. Even
Mayor Behieren, who had studied the gues-
tlon, saw thls polnt. Thiy commission hag
on It us a member Mr. J. 8. T. Strannhnn,
of Brooklyn, who 1s approoching the end of
his career. Just so with Mr. Green, who Is
alsp on the commission. Both have beon
very nseful men, but It needs younger mon,
I usk you to paunse before recommending
legialation. Study taxes. You couldn't
reach a4 knowledge of the subject In plx
months. Lack of lnformation and com-
plexities ke this might canse the loss of
millions of dollars to New York and Brook-
Iyn. The present blll must be repudisted.”

United Btates Dlstriet-Attorney Jesse
Johnsen followed, and urged that a unlon
of such lmportant citles as New York and
Brooklyn should not. be rushed through.
Recess was then tuken for an hour.

CONBOLIDATION MEN'S INNING.

The c¢onsolidatlonists had thelr Inning
when the hearing was resumed at 8 o'clock.
Jumes Matthews introduced the spenkers.
He first presented Abraham Abrabom, a
dry goods merchant, Mr. Abraliam began
hils nddress by hondlng up a petition signed
by eight of the most influentlal business
men In Brooklyn. The petitlon Is brief and
reads as follows:

To His Excellency the Governor and the Legls-
luture of tho State of New York:

The undersigned merchants of  the Clty of
Brooklyn respectfully urge (hé pussige of s bill
consolldating Brooklyn City with New York
City, providing among other things for attiin.
ing an equal and unlform rate of taxation wnnd
ulnirurm viloations for the purposes of taxe-
tion,

“The men who slgned that peiltlon,” sald
Mr. Abraliam, “are all deeply Interested In
Brooklyn's welfare, and they represent the
largest interests in Brooklyn. 1 belleve
that Brooklyn's resources are pbout ex-
huaunsted. The revenue Is not sufficlent to
cover the expenses of caring for so large an
Aren.

“The opposition to consolidation seems to
be confined to & coterle of sentimentailats,
who have not advanced a slugle valid ar-
gument aguinst consolldation. Tt is a base
libel on the intellects of those who voted
for the messure to say that they did not
know what they were voting for.

BROOELYN LIKE A BIG BTORE.

“Brooklyn can be ltkened to a big store,
owned by a man who husn't capital enough
to run the business. He wisely takes In g
rich partoer and makes a suceess of the in-
stitution. That's Brooklyu's cuse. We
need New York's capitul and will glve In
return 'the advantages of our terrltory."”

Rufus L. Scott, in answer to the claling
of the anti-consolidatlonlsta, sald;

Juvenile perliod ot

“The subjeet was thoroughly—yes, cx-
hanftively—discussed hefore it was voted
upon Ly the people. It was disonssged in
the newspapers; and by Inwyers, minlsters,
werchants and all kinds of people. All the
Brooklyn papers; and the leader of the De-
moeraey Mere were agninst 1t. The people,
however, were for It and carrled I, desplte
ull opposition. It was a marvellous vile-
tory.™

Mer. Beott here submitted cllpplngs from
the Brooklyn papers of October, 1804, in
which they referred to the “burnlng gues-
tlon'" of the hour.

“The vote on this questlon," continued
Mr. Boott, *“was larger In proportlon to
total vote than on any slmllar measurc
in the history of the State of New York.
It was 77 per eent of the total vote east.

“There I8 absolutely no considernble sen-
timent angainst eonsolidation in Brooklyn.
Individuals may think there is, but they
belleve their volees to be more far-reaching
than they are. A eall for n meeting was
Isstied ofter the electlon of 180, and woas
slgned by T0  prominent PBrooklynites,

After extenslve ndvertisiog gust 124 per-
gons attended to fight consolidation.

“If there Is any difference between re-
submission of a guestion of opinion and of
n guestion of candidate I don’t kmow of
s

Senator Brush nsked: “In the last elec-
tion did not one of the candidates for
Muyor Indorse consolldation and the other
oppose 1P

“Mp. Grout was ontspoken for consolida-
tlon and the other was as Jdumb as an
u;‘stg!r."

SHFPARD'S ATTITUDE.

“What wis Shepnrd’s attitude?' asked
the Chalrmam

“1f anybody can find that out, 1 cun't.”

“How is It that the HBoard of Aldermen
voted unanimously for re-submisslon?” Mr,
Brush asked.

*“I never kuew of an office-holder who
witnted to vote himself out of office."

“Why do you oppose re-submission, If you
think there i5 no chinnge of oplulon?"

“Heecanae 1t ls agnlnst the priociples of
our goverument, agalnst common sense, and
beecanse it's revolutionury."

Frank Bailey, president of the Title Guar-
untee nnd Prast Company, presented a lot of
gtatlstics to show thal Brooklyn had In-
ecrensed wonderfully In prosperity and in
thé valuation of Its property rince tle open-
Ing of the Bridge, which gave 1t hetter
menns of communieation with New York.

“We have gone a8 far as we can in that
respect,’’ sald he. ‘'Our property 18 now
taxed nt 80 per cent of 1ts assessed vilue,
and yon can buy hundreds of pleces of
property for less than 118 assessed value.
Blg finanelal Institutions will not lend
money Iln Brooklyn at the same rates aa on
New York property, and moest of them will
not lend money at all on Brooklyn prop-
erty."

Question by Chalrman—"Do you belleve
that consoildation will do away with that
finanelal embargo?”

“Yeu: unquestlonably."

“T have no doubt that Brooklyn would
agaln vole In favor of consolldation If the
guestlon were re-submitted, but how about
New York? .Would New York be willing
to offer us her ald ugnin If once we de-
clined 1t9"

In answer to Senator Grady Mr Bailey
sald he did not believe that consolldation
wounld largely lnerease the valte of Brook-
Iyn property &t once, but It would make
Its value stable, \
EX-MAYOR BOODY TALES TO THE POINT,

Hx-Mavor David A. Boody sald:

“I never knew of any movetsent for a
great effort that ald not meet with op-
position, There was great opposition years
ago to furnlshing Brooklyn with a water
plant. Stranahin met great oppositlon in
his efforts to give Brooklyn a park. The
game spirit of Jornlty sund duty which
moved blm then moves him now o this

canse. This Is not at all m sentimental
question or o theory. It is a condlitlon of
vital Importance, It has been sald that
before New York and Brooklyn are wedded
to be sure that the bride 18 willlng. We
are lving together to all Intents and pur-
poses, et us be unlted In honorable wed-
lock.

“We Hyve by the elde of a greater clty.
Wi have not and capnot have the institu-
tlons of the greater elty. We eannot -have
% gustom house, n clenring bouse, ex-
chinges and all sueh things. To'he a great
city we must elther have them or unite
with a city that hos them, remembering
that we help to mnke snd sustaln them.
We gre part and parcel of New York. Let
It not be sald thag the only division be-

| tween the two citles 18 the narrow strenin

of wauter. 1t 1s wider, to be sure, than the
Thamies, or the Seine, but 1t 18 no greater
achievement for us to bridge the Enst
River now than it was for London or Parls
to bridge their streams half & centurs ago.

“You eannot get taxable property here
In Brookiyn. It must be found around the
martg of trade. New York haa It. New
York Is willlig to spend large sums of
mioney to provide means of transportation
for Its cltlzens. One quarter of thut
amount of money would bulld three
bridges across the East River.

"“Hee the crowds now struggling to New
York and back every day and see how our
Interests are Intermingled. You ecannot
draw a line anywhere, This guestion In-
teresta not only the citizens of New York
and Hrooklyn, but the entire country as
well. T hope your commities will help to
bring the two cities together to be even-
tually the empire clty of the world."

THE RAFFENTYS AND BCHMITTHEIMERS,

Erewer H. B. Schaarmann made g brief
but convinecing arngument. He began by
saylng that New York ought to beg Brook-
Iyn’s pardon fer trylng to make her a large
und prosperous community,

“I have to doubt,” Luld he, “that a lot
of people waut this guestlon re-submlitted,
I never saw a poker player with a bad
hand who wouldn't like 8 new deal. Bat
it's a bad principle. The opponents of con-
solldation are soch for selfish reasons.
They own property nrvound the Clty Hall,
and If-the Intter s abolished they are
nfmid thelr property will diminish in valune,
Bot out In the Eastern Distriet, where I
live, you'll find the Haffertys and Schmitt-
helmers, with thelr small property hold-
ings, red-hot for consolldation. They want
the New Yorkers to comie over and tenant
their lttle rooms.""

“Why do you objeet to a resubmission of
the questlon?' asked Senator Brush.

“"Because that would be undermining the
fundamental principles of our Govern-
ment.”

Presldent J. G. Jenkins, of the First Na-
tlonnl Bank, presented a petitlon similar
to the one offered by Mr. Abrabam. It
was ®lgned by all but three of the financial
institutions of Brooklyn. Mr. Jenkins also
spoke briefly 1o favor of consolidation.

Mnrshall 8 Driges, presldent of the Will-
iamsburg Clty Fire Insurance Company,
told how Willlameburg had been improved
by Its consolldatlon with Brooklyn, forty
years age. Genernl George W. Wingate
wans the last speaker. iTe Indorsed the
Greene blll as an individuoal,

The hearlng was adjourne: untll this
moroing &t 11 o'vlock. The sesclon to-day
will be held In Part IV,, Supreme Court,
instead of In the Common Councll Cham-
ber.

MAYOR GEEASON FOR UNION.
Patrick J. Gleason, Mayor of Long Island
City, I8 an advocate of Greater New York
first, last and all the time, but ke never-
theless will keep hls eye upon the commlt-
tee of which Mr, Lexow ls chalrman, and
of which Dr, Parkhurst and & great many
other persons have become distrustful.

The blg Mayor I8 not distrustful as yet,

L2

~Another Pprovision of the Consti!enﬁon !

The sub-commilttee of the Joint Committee on Cltles sat In the Common Counell
and the Consolidation League. Robert D, Benedlct made the opening address for the former,
by asking a few questlons. Andrew T. White, ex-Judge Reynolds and Collector Hinricha
Abraham, Banker J. G. Jenlking and others argued In favor of the Green bill, wi

(Sketched by o Journal staff artist)

8 also spoke for the opposition.
hich provides for consolidation on January 1, 1508

—— g

The Lexow Committee Listening to Arguments for and Against Consolidation.

chamber, of Brooklyn's City Hall yesterday and heard the champions of both the League of Loyal Cltlzens
basing his argument on constitutional polnts. Chairman Lexow cleverly disposed of these points
Ex-Mayor David A. Boodv. H. B Schaarman, Frank Balley, Abraham

but he has een so much of polltleal slelght X
of hand during his time Lhat he {8 never
sure the pea ls under the shell nnless he
puts It there hilmself and keeps his finger
upon the shell.
“I haven't been asked to appear befors
this commission,” sald be yesterday, “but
I Intead that they shall bear me. 1 have
something to say, and will say it before
the gentlemen adjourn to New York. I
dropped In to look at the procecdings to-
day, but did not have much time to linger.
“I do not know just what they are golog
to do, but If n commlssion ls appolnted I
want to be one of that body to represent
the Interests of the people of thls clty.
The people of Long Island Clty voted for
consolidation, mnd I npproved it, and have
ralsed my velee ln its bebalf. Why, I
would spprove of the consslidation of Long
Island City with New York even If the
original scheme of Greater New York wers
a fallure,
“So Hepator HINl ssys that Platt has &
scheme to eapture and comtrol all
departments In  the combined eoltles.
Well, take any man that jumps out inte
the lead and controls and directs affales,
and he ls called a boss. Tsn't that so?
“Now I'll glvé you my oplnion on Senator
Hill, and yot can put it down, too. I'd
Just as leave be g tool of Mr. Plait as the
toul of Mr. Hill. I'd have a more honor-
able man to deanl with. He I8 always
reaching out to grah some gther fellow and
iz willlng to betray hils friends.
“T hnd Introduced In the Assembly threes
years ago by Mr Sulllvan, of New
York, an act to provide for the anhexation
of Long Island Clty to the ¢ty of New
York. It was referred to the Commitiee
on  Cltles, and 1 shall sooun have It
amended and relntroduced, so. 88 to em-
brace mure territory. -
“Long Islamd Clty has ubout eleven
square miles and sbout elght miles of
water front slong Kast River and Newtown
Ureek to the boundary Hoe at Bowery Bay,
which is valunble sllke for monufscturing
and residential purposes. The anmendment
to my b, concerning whlch T huve just
consulted o lawyer to-day, will provide
that Long Island Clty take . In from the
boundary lne along the south slde pf ]
Jackson mvenuve to Flushing Bridge, and- o
all alotig the water front from the bridge
along Flushing Bay to the boundary ut
Bowery Bay: This would make about four
square miles additional snd extra wates
front of five miles or more. '
“We—that Is, the people of Long §sland .
Clty—would bave the bouevard widened
from XNioety-second street ferry and  ex-
tended to Flushing Bridge, which wonld
glve the most beautiful drive about New
York—more accessible than the drives in
the northern part of New York, We wonld
have also macadamizod roads to extend
twenty miles out. That being done and the
place annexed, property vnlues would be r
helghtened, and this would be a place of d e
resldences. too, b
“Another reason why we are for annexn-
tion Is thnt we are a purt of New York, L
Land we shouldn't divide old friends. After v
your friends dle you take them over tb |
Long Islapd nud have them placed ln snug +5 1%
quarters. We have ahout thirty cemeteries \
in this county, but don't think thit we are . 3
all dend men over here. The fact that we |
want to becomne a part of New York shows .a |
we nre not.
“It is a sad commentary on the Intelll-
gence of the people that voted for Greater
New York that they did not know what
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thry were doing then, and now want the 27

matter Tecommitted to them.™ A
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WEAVER COCLDLY MET. =

Not Thought Good ‘Presidential Tims,
ber—Populist Convention Prob-
ably July 15.

8t. Louls, Mo, Jan. 17.—The Natlona)
Committee of the Popullsts met at the Line
dell Hotel this morning. General J. H.
Weuver, who led the forlorn bope to de-
feat in 1802, got In from lows thls mormn-
Ing. His appearance did not create much
of o sensation. Nobody seemed to regard -
him as avellable Presidential material this
year. In fact, the Genernl seemed to have
run his race, even among the Popullsts,
and been luid on the shelf. He refused to
talk for publivation.

When be arrived Chalrman Taubeneck,
Benator Marien Butler, Ignatiue Donnelly;
FPau! Vandervoort, Treasurer Hankin, of In.
diana, and others were holding s caucus in
Paubeneck's room. They refused to slate
the nature of the conference. *

The fixing of the basls of representation
will fnvolve the committes In un snlms
if not acrimoulous, debate. Mr. Donnelly
snggested as the basls of representetion
one delogate from edch Congressionn] Dis-
trict in the United Suates, two delegiles

1802, and one for edch fracticn
over B00. It Is understood thatf Chalrmoan .
Taubeneck and Gennrsl “-“Ivﬁrn“‘ op= _

sed to thls suggested resirletlon. J
pq“rhe sliver: question will be the maly
Issue of our campaignu,” sald Mr. Donnelly,
“and I expect it to be so declared by the
platform. Aud 1f the two old snrues de-
clare for the single standard and nominate
goldbugs, which they are almost cor-
taln to do, you will se¢ us aweep the
country, While we baven't weskened the
lesst bit In our eontention for Bub-Treas-
urles and the government ownership of
transportatipn snd telegraph lunes, we will
probably eliinate these planks from oup
platform.” it
The evenlng wns devoted to bearing the

ut lnrgehtr?m ‘:iaclh* S;:];imt. ltu‘.l.t one pgﬁl R
for edc AN opulist votes 3. |
: th!l‘;: = 'i'_
-

claims of cliles bidding for the natlonal
convention. Bt. Louis, Chicago, Indiasap-

olis, Dulins, Milwankee and Miuneapolis
are all agplrntg, The struggle les between
Chleago, g’.au!n City and St. Loulse. The
dnte of the conventlon will probably be
duly 15, iy
- T |
MOB IN SHELBYVILLE. | Fa: S
it All Comes from an Effort to Enforce .‘f.”
Temperance Law in the Indiana
Town. =
Indlanapolls, Ind, Jan. 17.—Severad &
weeks ago the law-sblding cltizens of =
Shelbyville determined to ‘enforce the | o
Nicholson Temperanee law, and Private J‘"'-.
Detectives Slmpson and Welrelk were aent "'"_5.
to help ‘enforce the laws. They secured 2
several hundred c¢ases ogulost the twelyg R
saloon keepers, and the lsttér wepe w0
ord M v )

restod, i
Their trialy are now in progress, and yige =
terduy the detegtives ps they were golhg gy
to the Mayor's Counrt they were set opon
by & mub nnd beaten, Bot for the ﬂﬂwli
interventlon of the anthoritles. they would
bave been killed. possloon Kevpers say
they did not incite the mob. i
The cltigens furnlshed guards for
delectdves, nnd they now go to the
und the court under a strong and heavil
arued gusrd. Yesterday the hotel pro-
prietor with whom the detectives hoard
repelved notive from the saloon Kedpers
that i she did not put out the W0 10én
they would  boyeott the house, She ree
plied that they had killed ber hosbapd =
with whiskey snd they were powerless now b
to do her harm. h
Intense excitement prevalls In tha town
and an outbreak may ocour dt any woment,

SEVEN MEN BURIED ALIVE.

fatal Collapss of the Earth Above Them £
While They Were Slesping in an o
Underground Camp.

Walterboro, 8. C.. Jan. 17.—Seven negre
laborers on Walterboro & Western Hafls
road, who were sleeping In an underground

camp near illlams, this county, wern
nl}‘-ht by the earth above falling

killed last
on them.




